2:19
Jana Byington-Smith:  
	· Good morning from San Francisco!   Jana here!

At 8:30 this morning, a bunch of rockin' cool Mid-westerners got together to collect flair, get to know each other, and have laughs, gaffes and practical amusements.   Thanks to the big crowd that showed!

Session:
American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of 2009 (The Obama Stimulus Package) and Nonprofits.
Presenter: the incomparable Sheldon Mains of Minnesota

After introductions, Sheldon introduced resources available on his blog:   www.shamelessagitator.com
Another good website:   www.recovery.gov


Key points: 
· These funds are not for operational costs -- they're only for sustainable programs. 
· The definition of "broadband" is ... not fully defined. 
· Letters of support from your members of Congress really seem to help. 
· They want states programs that apply to head in the same direction -- 
· Partnerships are Key.   Some feel that one big state-wide grant app might be most successful. 
· Know the plan of your state -- what are the state priorities?   Each state's stimulus offices are coming up with their strategies. 
· Stimulus staff in each state meet with government reps from each agency from their regions.
Participating agencies with pots of money:
NTIA - National Telecommunications & Information Administration -- $4.53 Billion for Braod band infrastructure;$200 Million Public Computer Centers; $250 Million Innovative Programs to Encourage Sustainable Broadband Adoption
Rural Utilities Service (RUS) $2.5 Billion Broadband Program, Distance Learning and Telemedicine
DoHHS (Health and Human Services) $2 Billion for HHS to distribut funds to state health depts - state health departments apply to HHS
DoEnergy $4.5 Billion Modernization of the Electric Grid; Training for Grid workers
DoEducation $53.6 Billion for state educational agencies and local education agencies and public higher ed to perform eleigible activities by 1Q 2011
DOJustice $4 Million crime prevention, justice system improvement, creation of jobs & resources
DoTransportation $27.5 Billion highway & bridge infrastructure distributed using formula set in current highway authorization law
DoLabor $1.3 Billion Adult employment & training $500 Million; Youth build activities $50 Million; worker trainin and placement in high growth and emerging industry sectors $750 Million



	1:03
	Submission deadlines are vague - between May & July, depending on agency.
Projects have end-dates based on agency.

	1:05
	
Joaquin Alverado SFSU - Sr. VP Innovation & Diversity of Corp for Public Broadcasting -- asking academic and community orgs to get involved with broadband expansion. 
 



	1:08
	About partnerships:
Community Benefits Agreement - usually used for real estate developments as an exchange between real estate developers and a perk for the community.   Minneapolis used this to get wireless -- 5% of net from this agreement goes into community foundation & a committee decides how to use it: free wireless, computers, workforce development, content creation, etc. 

	1:09
	Community Benefits makes someone in charge of it, and it becomes a binding agreement (no backing out by parties). 



	1:12
	Last week a group met with Sec of Labor and Housing - 
Notification of Funding Opportunity - web search grants.gov to finding these, and on individual agencies' sites.
Community Development Block Grants administered by states
Green job creation for youth is important 

	1:13
	Want to build partnership?
Find people you already know, and ask questions.

Affinity group at 1:30 - Community Technology Advocates, Union Square 21.



	1:17
	Community Action Program (CAP) - start a relationship here, they're in every community and serve low-income individuals.   They have guaranteed sources of funded, are already well-connected.   One third of the board members have to be in the low income segment.
Collaboration has to happen.   Unless you are a really large org, working together is important.   It's best that you plan with your existing network.   If you can't get it done in this round of funding, use this as an excuse to start building partnerships.

	1:21
	If you know of anyone who has experience writing government proposals, ask them to review your apps -- govt grants have specific language and format requirements.   Amounts requested had to be very specific -- some have minimum ask amounts.   Some are multi-year funding, but remember that stimulus is not operating.   Look at other programs the agency has done -- ask for copies of their successful grant apps. 



	1:22
	Multi-state programs?   Hard to pull together quickly, and there's not much time. 

	1:23
	Do NOT assume that what applies in one agency applies in another. 



	1:26
	Are there monies out there for development of technologies, for R&D, for smaller organizations?   Maybe this is possible if you go to the state and city level agencies, not directly from the feds?   This will be different state-to-state?   One of the underlying themes is that it's "shovel ready," so R&D is less likely.   There's really not a lot for creating new technologies.   Watch the Mr. Alverado at the Corporation for Public Broadcasting for news about smaller orgs. 

	1:32
	Distribution from the feds to states is out there -- we need more information from the states 
Example: Minnesota Broadband Coalition is a good model (see Sheldon's blog site)
Example:   KnowledgeAlliance.org is an educaiton advocacy group for everyone trying to get stimulus money -- has list of people looking for partners!!!!

Anyone want to set up agency specific NING site for state-level agencies info distribution,
Or use, with hashtags, to get access to others:
Progressive Exchange
Google for Non-profits 



	1:35
	Use of community loan funds to enhance sustainabily?
Maybe distribution of info should be on a user-friendly familiar platform, like Yahoo groups or Facebook. 

	1:37
	Free Press is the major coalition for media policy, and the New America Foundation, are both advocating for more access and funding for community technology. 



	1:37
	This effort is a catalyst for all to start thinking more aggressively about building partnerships for the next round of funding and beyond! 

	1:40
	EETT grant (used to be Sweet Grant) Enhancing Education through Technology -- trying to build partnerships now.



	1:45
	Hey, there's a break, and there's lots of little conversations in the room, so check in later for any new notes I collect.

Now Jana need food -- see you this afternoon. 



