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What We'll Cover

What is a Blog? Why a Blog?
Blog Features and Functions
Seven Blogging Tools

* Recommendations
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Logistics

Ask questions! Otherwise I'm speaking to a black hole!

The Ideal

Choosing a Blogging Tool

alware and M-TEN Software Rewniew Senes

September 2006

idealvare

Enter questions into
the Chat with
Presenter box

| Use the Raise
Hand button
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Logistics

I’ll doing some wholesale muting and unmuting, but you can do it
yourself as well.

*6 to Mute
*7 to Un-mute
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Introductions
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What Is a Blog? Why a Blog?
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What is a Blog?
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For instance...
So No Child Must Wait

A weblog for Interplast solunteer surgical tps and intemational partner surgeons around the world,
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http://interplast.blogs.com/
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For instance...

And Nind out wha

can do to hal

i
A'Jr_m FHETS {Ar L0

Consumer Scribbler

BALANCING POWER IN THE MARKETPLACK

cu scribblers | guidelines | rss

Another prestigious institution bans Pharma swag

Posted by Rob Schnebder at 02/12/06 01:52 PM

In what the MY Time: calls "a growing moverment among scademic
institutions,® Stanford University Madical Canter will ban gifts --
even small ones like pens -- from pharrma sales reps to physicians
who work there. MORE e

comments [01)

o Drug companies that manage the studies can

manage the message Posted by Rob Schneider st 08/24/06 01:05 PW

Merck released a portion of the study on the drug Arcoxia. Its a
reminder of the power drug companies have to manage the news
when they pay for the clinical trisls, MORE =

comments (1)

m Good News on Mad Cow is rare, but this one's well

done Posted by michaalhanzan st 0801006 02:47 P

Un the mad cow front, it laoks like the Department of Agriculture
[U5D4) had an unuwsusl sttack of common sense yesterday, This is
not typical for USDA. Eardier in the week, USDA had announced that
they were going to reduce testing for mad cow disease (also called
BSE) by %% [a "don't look, don't find® approach). MORE @

comments [0)

http://www.consumersunion.org/scribbler/

SEPTEMBER 2006

LI/ EIE - S T T 4
oM o B n I
4 1% M I @ ¥

HEHE = Hwa

SEARCH

[ '

RECENT

Another prastigious institution
bans Pharma swag

Drug companies that manage
the studies can manage the
mesiage

Good News on Mad Cow
rare, but thic ans’s well done
Congress i blocking your
woice

Canada’s seventh mad cow

CATEGORIES

food safety (%)
health cara [32)
in-houze-ad (3)
money (13)

other ksues (5)
phones B media (1)

ARCHIVES

September 2006 (1)
Auguet 2006 (2]
July 2006 (2)

June 2006 (1)
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For instance...

About WWF | Contact Us | Search 3o |

| NATIONAL
ﬁ;; WILDLIFE
T 1| FEDERATION Home | Wildlife | Your Yard | Take Action | Magazines | Shop | Donate Today

NWF Earth Tomorrow Forum

Research, ideas and commentary on bringing needed cultural and racial
diversity to America’s wildlife and natural resource conservation

movement.
Monday, March 20, 2006 About
Research, idess and commentary
5 - . on bringing needed cultural and
Blin:k NASCAR Driver Creates Big Media racial diversity to America's
Stir wildlife and natural resource

conservation movemeant.
As you have seen in recent posts on this very blog,
MASCAR is working hard to diversify its sport. The rainout Links
yasterday of the race at the Atlanta Maotor Speedway

just gave the media more time to talk about the start of : National Wildlife Federation

black Craftsman Truck Series veteran Bill Lester, student Conservation
Association

Potential sponsors filled voice mail boxes in the sports * Enulronmental Cassers
Organization

marketing group responsible for his start, which adds
three to five NASCAR races to his already busy truck
racing scheadule.

MWF Education

MWF's Alaska Youth For
Environmental Action blog
NWFs Green Hour Forum
MWF's Campus Climate
Campaign Farum

* MWF"s Tribal Lands program

Carrying on the legacy by '60s driver Wendell Scott and
'80s dnwer Wille T. Ribbs, Lester is a man to root for,
Mow, if we could just get him to use biofuel.....

Thanks to HASCAR, corn for the story!
anks to & story Previous Posts

posted by Kay LyBrand b 7:17 4M Black NASCAR Driver Creates
0 commants Big Media Stir &s you...

Banks Investing In Latinos By
2010, Latinos will...

* Smart In Every Respect
Traditional testing ha...
Diversity In Iragi Government
May Be Solution to I..

Racing Towards Diversity It's
an ohvious metaphor...

Banks Investing
In Latinos

By 2010, Latings will

http://earthtomorrow.blogspot.com/
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Why a Blog?

Allow people in the
field to tell their story

Provide short and
personal updates
on what you're
doing

Track news and
stories of interest to
your audience

Build a pool of
content that you can
use later

Start a
conversation with
your constituents

Express your point
of view

Show your human
side
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Laying the Groundwork

There’s a lot more to think about than just what tool to use...

*\Who will be in charge of writing for it?

eHow much time should they devote?

*\What are the appropriate topics to cover?

eHow will you encourage conversation?

*\What will your policy be towards inappropriate comments?
eHow will you get the word out that your blog exists?

...but our focus today is on the software
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]



Quick Discussion

What are the main reasons your organization is blogging or is
thinking about blogging? What will your blog provide to your

community?
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Blog Features and Functions
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In Which We Talk About:

 Creating text posts

» Uploading images

e Multimedia

 Displaying posts to visitors

e Publishing RSS feeds

e Moderating

e Hosted or installed

« Configuring appearance without HTML
» Configuring appearance with HTML
 Visitor statistics

e Support
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But First...

What won’t we talk about?

We won’t cover advanced blog tools and features, applicable if:

* You're managing more than two or three blogs

* An editor needs to approve blog posts

e Only a closed group can view and comment

* You want to combine a blog with a discussion forum
e The blog will be an integrated part of a new website
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Blogging Software in Brief

You write a blog post in an admin tool...

Consumer Scribbler

Barancing POWER 1N THE MARKETPLACE

PuimPagiibine * Yo ilecbigy | bisabiny = Pt

| Fomme | Weldwas || Pleste Alrmn || Famdivhe | [ EodidPand |

s || ros || nrvge || Cemigeae | EETET

eu seribblers| guidelines | rss

AUGUST 2008

= Caned’s seventh mad caw] pain | Govd News oh Mad Cow i o e
. , but this ane's wall d : T o1 o4 s
mewiam | Lafaa | umdorents | Lotlecrioom oMo rar, Wt Ts ane's wetl done = - ! T e
uore woromom
Compors & Hew Post: My Weblog Congress is blocking your woice Poned by micks ¥ & o
at (7724006 12:05 P -
This Careguiy SEARCH
Foew £ e nw gl HIGwgary ool - Rz ently, we have been working on an issue near and dear
ta our haarts at Consumars Union-- Msking SUrg yaur vokg
I heavard by bwarmakers across the country. Same RECEMT
Congressionsl affices launched & tool last month to block
Frid Bkr Eemann Frm L LU omails sent through campaign websites. You can ga to your D":"i “’;F“""“ TS T
v —— the studier can manage the
5 MBS U 6 oA [0E s 12D E R e Raprasantative’s 3Ite and sand & messags, bul you san't join e

with ethers thiaugh s arganization and send your message

with gthar like-mindad pacple. Good Mews on Mad Coe ks

| s wrows s por wal Arc trer i cnr Turmed toati S e o, it

Congress i Blocking your
waice

anada’s seventh mad cow
[N Tines examines drug
company tins to tax-exnmpt
e harities

NEATEGORIES

an 3.1 milion
n

In the last yea, 4
ral, sta

& oL e

e and local lawmakers

...which is
shown on
== | your blog

n at 07206 0136 AW

1ae o long time subscribar to CU magezing and
also suppert 3 coupls of reatonable and
thoughtful advocacy groups reprasanting my
vlews, one of them belng CU. However, | do
nat shalys sgree with what they sre
advocating, aspecially in this case. When |
don't agree, I.changa the wording In the email
(if possible) indicating my disagreament.

it [rne— Bcrept MmbEule 3]
FobiaMac B0 [T

Sund i Trachdick s s aoon men
Jusst e many telophons polls, advococy group
amnplls can Jistort what the amarican gitizens
are really thinking, and worss, craste o false
indization to our elocted officials. For mample, Warch 2006
1 do rt want fagal allens writg our Congress Fetiruary
ared Presiden T mass emails that ane sent [ Janusery
through those groups representing them. Do cambeer

People can often
add comments

Which you can
moderate in the
admin tool
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Creating Text Posts

Can you
choose from
site styles?
Do you have
to?

Can you
Preview? Save
for later?

TipsFad Hasme » Yo WWablgal » My 'WWahiss * Fag » Haw Pegt

| Hame ” Weblogs |[ Photo Albams ” Typelists ][ Control Pansl ]

~

| Manaqe Post || Design || contigwe |
New Post | List Posts | List Comments | List TrackBacks | Search
Compose a Hew Post: My Weblog

Titla ) Catagony
HEre's my new post Mo Catagony 5 ekechad

Poat Body

Do you format

" the text with a

Word-like
editor...

...or with a clean
text/ HTML
based system?

\WVHIHEMHE";“,EE:; E;".}t
bcan enter a post here! And then | can Termat it with all this crazy stuffl
Title /
,'One

mild merning air. He held the bowl aloft and intoned:

—__Introibo ad altare Dei.__

coarsely:

—Come up, Kinch! Come up, you fearful jesuit!

Posting $tatun Comments
Publish Mow Dipen  » Solemnly he came forward and mounted the round gunrest. He

- faced about and blessed gravely thrice the tower, the surrounding

country and the awaking mountains. Then, catching sight of

\ - 4
\ Wigw Previously Sent TrackBacks
[_rreviEw |[  save |

Customire the display of thic page.

Stately, plump Buck Mulligan came from the stairhead, bearing a |
bowl of lather on which 2 mirror and a razer lay crossed. A yellow
dressinggown, ungirdled, was sustained gently behind him by the

Halted, he peered down the dark winding stairs and called up

TypePad

Lxal

THLH
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Uploading Images

Add an image from your computer Or add an image from the web | Can you insert a
Add another image Add another image pICtu re In One Step?
URL
Lears more gbout using web images
Choose a layout. Can you specify the
BH s [ B | [ e ———7 size and alignment
A I B gk @ wedium
O Hone @ Left O Center O Right O Large
Use this layout every tima? Does the tOOI
[ Cancel. automatically optimize
the image?
Blogger
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Multimedia

MHetsquared Profile: Sam Bower

Sam Bower iz the Executive Director of the Green Museum, 3 virtual online virtual art museum.
Sarn talks about the incpiraticn and mission of the museem as well 3z some of the web

technologies used to make the museum run,

Can always link an image to an
-~ external movie or audio file.

Can you embed the file
through a partnership with a
video service?

_ greenmuseum.org | it Via Javascript?

F‘ﬂr
<1 -.'!

If you host the

This video = part of NetSquareds video profile series. You can subseribe I:n_;_l_nj%_ ﬁ'_i_i_fffimith mUItlmedla f||e yourself

our favorite video catcher, such as 1MTunes, Democracy or FireAnt. y

' i (why?) you'll need A LOT
s e T of bandwidth

Fosted in gresnmuseum | Honprofit | sambower | viog
Eddie Codel's blog | add new comment | subscribe blog | unsubscribe post

blogs.netsquared.org
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Displaying Posts to Visitors

LegiStorm Brings More Transparency to Congress

Hill staffers’ salaries are now available online al LeqiStormn.comn. | think: this will add 3
hiealih amounl of transparency Lo hew Congress spends taxpayer dollars * said Jock
Friedly, a forrner Capitol Hill irvestigaiee reporier, who founded LegiStomrn

LeqiStomn corm is a crestion of LegiStorm LLC, & compsny besed on Capitol Hill. hs
sister company, Stosming Media LLC, is the leading provider of Pentsgon docurmants,
including technical and mililary strabegy papers, While the information has abways
begn availabbe m prinded tqngrnssmn:l baeks, 1his 15 the firsl me thal lasmakers”
sides salanies are available on the imemet.

Can you
divide your
posts into
categories?

Thw W' FPoat found that the lirnit on salanes i approzimataly §1 ]
yaar. The highest-paid staff mambers work for the House and Senate appropnations
comrattess, where approximataly one-fith make mone than $150)000 a yesr

Ehould “revolutionize who-buys-who beers at Hill hapay hours.” Some of the lower

salanes can be conssdéned factors thal might deber the counlry’s besl and brighlest,
Can you ShOW whilg also making the revobang door mare appealing far those who choose fo wark as Can you r
& Legislative Assiztant for approximately $45 000 a year 11
L At B SO S0 et visitors tell

- Mandy Smithberger

an excerpt

September 20, 7004 in Dpen Governmest T What to
rather than the Pk Commt ) bt ) i
fu” pOSt on the FCC reports on Media Ownership Suppressed? - ClIC 0
front a e? :i:a; happenad to thess two reposts? From Brosdcasting and Cabie (hat tip: readar Com ment?
p g . As promised, FOD Chaimman Kevin Martin s investipsting two separts an To see a

Bl We el cranerabioe i ang TV-hal were craated af ihe FUC but never
_W:E:‘h ] eirased permanent
. I @ Jaller bo Sendlor Bavbary Bowor [DuCal ), Martin 550 thal b was U R L?

making Ml secand repor @eailabie on B FOG Wb site. He aise sand
Fre wowld incilude f-‘:uar.'zspon & 2003 s-tud.-' :d'rad'amshm aap&dﬂf

http /poqobloq tvoepadcom/ooqo/
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http://pogoblog.typepad.com/pogo/

RSS Feeds

RSS WM[Ficn [reen

All blogs can support RSS feeds, but can you set it up without HTML?

What formats are supported?
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Moder

All tools will |

Can you
sear_ch for |
particular
comments?

Can you
“whitelist”
and
“blacklist”
commenters?

ating Comments

et you view, delete, and moderate comments

Idealware wie s
Feidbiack

Comments

Show Comments That Contain.,.

—— Search  [Sesrches within comment ext, e-mail, URL, and IP address.}

Wiew Mode | Mais Edir Mode

1 idealware | elelanddcompumentor.org | ideslwarewordpress.com | 1P 24.195.220.539

Heres a comement
May 8, 216 PM — [ Edit | Delete | Unapprove | Spam | View Post ]

Mr WordPress Iwnrdprn:-\.:-:m |18 127000

Hi, this is a comment.
To delete a comment, just log im, and view the posts’ comments, there youw will hawe the option to edit or delete
thgm.

May 1, 655 PM — [ Edit | Delete | Unapprove | Spam | View Post ]

Thank yau far using
Need help?
Check out gur Frequenthy Asked Questions, @WDRDPRE SS
Give and receive help in our WardPress.com Fonums.
Read WordPress Documentation.

Use the feedback link in the upper right camer,

By keyword?

WordPress

Is there an
automated
spam filter?
Is it any
good?

Can you
require a
captcha -

\nbldfy

to comment?
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Hosted vs. Installed

/ Hosted \ / Installed \

You pay the vendor to host your You install the blog software on a
blog on their server server you already have
Quicker to get started Allows more control over setup

and configuration

Requires less technical expertise
a P Allows you to create custom

functionality or integrate more

K / \\deeply with your website /
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Configuring Appearance — No HTML

Can you add your own logo or
— header image?

Benetech

tithnology serving humanity .

—+— You'll need HTML to add your nav

Beneblog Archives

Beneblog | Can you change colors and fonts?

Errunil
wid

Fibi Basmdleg ir » mabiog b Bareirtnch C50 Ao Frachiurmie, o drrons iod idhes Bet affect Bl
Spplicarion o rechrodigs T3 ADNT PR b

Bensblog Sugust 2008
Tuesday, September 19, 2006

T Can you update your sidebar?

Things ara really hopping arcund Benetech todayl 1 was

just named a MacArttur Fellow and the phone Is ringing et
off the hook and the emails are streaming in Benchlng Aped 2006
Bonehing Merch 2600

Because the MacArthur process is secret, I don't know
wiha to thark for this, so I'm thanking everybody! Thank . Can yOU Change the
you, thank wou, thank you! b T}'T-‘-‘-'fpﬂd I f h n
Soon I'll be remembering everyone 1 should be S ar Thy . a OUt O t e a e '
thanking, but 1 should start with my family, the Template Builder: Style: Page Banner y pag
Benetech team (Including our board and advisors) and el groaree: EE e memmememms | TEOT
of course our supparters, all of whom made this honar . oo H| [
DD‘SSJh|E'| Tl = Crcel Coe W . . |m| Can you use your

[T ] mi‘ .
Friday, September 15, 2006 Tt S| own domain?

[EERE ] F1h=d 71 kali= [~ 0l Jape

Tombo L 2lue: Tidm-AbF% # Erauidoloy =
& Bookshare, org member s golng o be featured this Upetonal
weakend on on TV on Exfreme Maksover. Cindy, cne of
our vnlmtasrs. 5harﬁl~jd the follmr_lirg =y DIF; wolunteer [T TP A N R PR T \
list=ary (and she sald it better than I couldt): | | H

ow understandable
Www.benetech.org TR . .
is the interface to do
all this?

idealware
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Configuring Appearance with HTML

Any tool that lets you get at the HTML will let you do most things — but how easily?

ExpressionEngine » 1.5.0 CP Home | serGuide | Logeut | Mew Tab

CP Home » Templates » Edit Termplabe

Is it clear where to change
Template Mame weblog/index View What7

g

<h? clacsmsidatitle” »About< Mz > DO you need PHP, Perl, or

<p>Quobs mean an astimate &t non interruptus stadiam. Sie tempus fugit esperanto hiccup sstragen. Glorious

baklava ex librus hup hey ad infiniturm, Non sequitur condominium facile et geranium incognito,</p= an other COd I ng Iang uage?

{exp:weblog:calendsr switch="calendsrTaday|calendsrCell™}

z::&le cass="calendarBG™ border="0" callpadding="5" callspacing="1" summary="My Calendar®= Do you have to Iearn th@lr

-CthFc!aE: s="calendarHeader” =< div d;ss-'calnndarﬁu nthlinks™»<a . 7
hrafe™{ previous_path=weblog/indeéx}" =&t &R ;< /a></dive</th>

«th class="calendarHeader® colspan="5">{dste format="%F %7} </th> own Crazy COd I ng Iang uage '
<th class="calendarHeader® ><div class="calendarMonthLinks"> <& class="calendarMonthLinks®
hrafe"{nect_path=weblog/index}" >&qt; &gt; </a ></div></th>

St

<tr

e heading) Can you add Javascript, PHP,

<td class="calendarDayHaading" > {lang:weekday_abrev}</td>

calendar_headin 1

oy ndar-hesding} or other code if you want?
{calendar_rows }

{row_start}<tr = {/row_start}

{if entriec}<td class="{awitch}’ align="cantar'=><a href="{day_path=wablog/index}"=>{day_number}« a=</ftd={/if}
{if mot_entrias}<td class='{switch}" align="cenbar’ ={day_numbear}</Ad > {/f}

{if blank}<td class="cal end.'arhlank "»fenbsp;</d>{/F}

[* Temploto rootes
| Template Size |

Expart Templats

el

ExpressionEngine
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Visitor Statistics

Can you see how many people are
coming, and what they’re doing?

[dealware wie s

Feedback

Blog Stats

Taotal Views: 1

Or you may have to use another
tool - like Google Analytics or Last 30 Days
Site Meter - for this

12
a
6

3

([ =%
P i S A A S S S A A

Referrers Top Posts
Feople chokad brkg from thase Dages 1o get 1o Thete pods on vour Blog got the most traific
your blog
Today
Today
Hore
Hona
20060520
2006-09-20
Hore
Mons
Search Engine Terms
He search enganes have sent you raflic yet
WordPress

idealware
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Support

How are the help files and other
documentation?

& Blogger

Google Help > Blosser Help  Mogeer Basics » Posting and Editing Article Search

== | Are there real live humans to
email or call?

Picture Posting FAQ
* How do | upload piciures?

* What are the Hmits on the size of number of piclares uploaded?

* What file types are supported? SI.IEEES'IEd Reading

* Can the images be included on other webpanes? * Wealcome 1o Blogger!

* How does this work fos FTP users? * Supported Browsers 1 1

* What does this cost? * All about the Post Editor I S there an aCtlve Co m m u n Ity that
Herer do | upload pictures? * Login Gifficulties? Can hel p")

* Known lssues
To upload picturas with Elogger Images just click the image fcon on the

posting form; you can choose multiple images from your computer or the Most Popular
with to add to vour post. See this article for details on all the options.
1. How do | edit lind:

list?
Edit HTHL | = Compose 2, Lan | uge kinboard
= shortcuts while posting?
v & & Preview 3. What is the "Flag’
\ butten?
4. | cant log in. What
should | do?
What are the limits on the size or number of pictures uploadad? 5. How do | post picturas?
‘When you upload an imags, it is resampled and resized according to the size GTE. ..
wou choose In the upload form. This lets 1t take up less space on the server,
vou can fill up to 300 MB of server space with images.
Group Help

What file types are supported?
Find answers, sk quastions,
You can upload Images in JPG, GIF, PNG, TIF or BMP format, snd thare your expartiss with
Can the images be included on other webpages? EHEET A
Group.
1 you use Blogger to publish to an external site, we will FTP the images wou

Blogger
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Quick Discussion

Which features are the most important to your organization?
What are your priorities among all the things we just discussed?
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Blogging Software Features

 Creating text posts

» Uploading images

e Multimedia

 Displaying posts to visitors

e Publishing RSS feeds

e Moderating

e Hosted or installed

« Configuring appearance without HTML
» Configuring appearance with HTML
 Visitor statistics

e Support

idealware
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Seven Blogging Tools
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Which? Why? Says Who?

« Based on Idealware’s detailed review of eight blogging tools

o These are the eight most used tools, excluding ones that were
part of a larger CMS

» Qur research included detailed research and apples-to-apples
comparison

e View the result at www.idealware.org/blogging_software/

idealware
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http://www.idealware.org/blogging_software/

Strengths

» Very easy to get started

e Very easy to post, including images

« Powerful look and feel customization, including
adding your logo, without HTML

o With HTML knowledge, can completely
customize your look and feel

« High quality professional email support

4]

http//wwwmt;rplastorq/ Weakn ess

www.typepad.com e More complex to do full HTML customization than
$4.95/'r.no'nth for Basic, with most other tools

$8.95/month for Plus, or * Most expensive of the hosted tools

$14.95/month for Pro

Hosted

Owned by Six Apart

idealware
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http://www.typepad.com
http://www.interplast.org/

Strengths
* Very easy to get started

%ﬁ“ﬂﬁfﬁm”’:{“ﬂfﬁ?ﬂw  Very easy to post, including images
O e Can easily show your blog at your own domain
hhhhhh - ck From the £ . : T
: T, « Easiest to tailor with HTML to completely
e r—— customize the look and feel
i-i'; - Weaknesses

o Without HTML, must use a standard template and
colors, and you can’t change your sidebar

http: //deathpenaltvusa bloqspot com/

www.blogger.com e Comes with the “blogger bar” which takes some
Free technical skill to remove
Hosted

Owned by Google

idealware
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http://www.blogger.com
http://deathpenaltyusa.blogspot.com/

LiveJournal
) o W EEEET - eeere feseeo s StrengthS

Heart of West Michigan United Way

EPAFE VNG YL BT b T O Sty

¥, e * Allows customization of colors and potentially
" @ the adding of a logo without HTML

e Outside the realm of our report, supports
communities and collaboration beyond simple

o blogs
= Weakness
P s Shoih e Setup is not very intuitive
http://unitedway li Ilvelournal com/ e Templates for look and feel are less professional
o looking than with other tools

www.livejournal.com « Modifying the layout requires coding expertise and
$19.95/year knowledge of a substantial proprietary language
Hosted « By default, has a LiveJournal bar at top — unclear if
Owned by Six Apart you can remove

idealware


http://www.livejournal.com
http://unitedway.livejournal.com/

WordPress Hosted

Strengths

* Very easy to get started

» Templates are highly professional

« Can add your own header banner, with a logo

» Sophisticated comment moderation functionality
» Easily supports both categories and excerpts

* One of the only tools to provide useful visitor
statistics out-of-the-box

Weakness

* No ability to do any look and feel customization
beyond a banner, even with HTML

» Adding images requires two steps, and there’s no
Hosted way to size images except through HTML

Run by Automattic based on

open source platform

WWW.wordpress.com

Free
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WordPress Installed

. Strengths
L’r:mfamms -:rf A . _ _
non-profit IT director » Easiest to get up and running of the installed
S tools
- - e Many look and feel templates available for free

from the community

= o With HTML knowledge, can completely
customize your look and feel

— » Sophisticated comment moderation functionality
i « Supports both categories and excerpts

F e by e B g

# Fom 1% B el S,
'm, k= m M

http://www.nor;gl:r'oﬁttecht;loq.orq/

Weakness
WWw.Wordpress.org * Requires some PHP knowledge (as well as HTML
Free and open source knowledge) to create a custom look and feel
Installed e Adding images requires two steps, and there’s no
Supported by an open source way to size images except through HTML

community
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Movable Type

mmm

Leadership. Advocacy. involvament.

Herm e e e oflcn o e W ¢
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http://blog.nam.org/

www.movabletype.org

Free, unsupported personal

version, or $50 (1-5 users), $100

(10 users), $130 (20 users)

Installed
Owned by SixApart

Strengths

» Sophisticated comment moderation functionality
» Excellent documentation and email support

 With HTML and some Perl knowledge, can
completely customize the look and feel

Weakness

o [tisn't free
* The most complex tool to install
» Interface to post is not as friendly as most others

o Without HTML, must use a standard template and
colors, and you can’t change your sidebar

Customization requires some knowledge of Perl,
and is not as intuitive as some other tools
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ExpressionEngine

T m—— q Strengths

» Powerful and intuitive features to completely
= customize the look and feel through HTML -
e and pretty much everything else

» Strong out-of-the-box usability for visitors
» Offers professional support

0. Ful TOM by Rabsacs Branch

| S

= - Weakness

et Makos London Spochi? 7« Those who don’t know HTML will find the posting
hitp://wsevisionlondan.co.ui tools less intuitive than most.

www.pmachine.com o Without HTML, must use a standard template and

Eree for nonprofit use, $99.95 colors, and you can’t change your sidebar

+ 19.95/year for support plan
Installed
Owned by pMachine
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TextPattern

Strengths

» Powerful and intuitive features to completely
customize the look and feel through HTML -
and pretty much everything else

» The interface to post text uses a clean formatting
syntax which is popular with programmers

\ =t e kg dremnnta by rnl o i WeakneSS
Bl e Those who don’t know HTML will find the posting
"ULp:/ /0000w, getm.org tools less intuitive than most

» No formal support is available, and the support
forums are less active than most

* The development community appears less active
than most

www.textpattern.org
Free and open source
Installed

Supported by an open source
community
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Recommendations
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So Which Should You Use?

We need to get up and running quickly, without technical
skills, and the blog's appearance isn’t important.

e WordPress Hosted
o TypePad

No one technical is available to help set up the tool, but we
need to tailor the blog with organizational colors and logo.

o TypePad
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So Which Should You Use?

We want to tailor the blog, and someone technical can help
set It up, but non-tech-savvy folks will be posting.

* Blogger
o TypePad
 WordPress Installed

Our organization is pretty technical all around, and we want
the most flexibility in a blogging tool.

 WordPress Installed
e TextPattern
o ExpressionEngine
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Quick Discussion

Which tools on the list seem most applicable for your needs?
What questions do you have that will need to be answered to

make a decision?
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Questions?
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Much More Online!

See much, much more at www.idealware.org/blogging_software/

e Charts of features
e Detailed reviews of all these tools
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Contact Me

Laura S. Quinn
laura@idealware.org
718-208-8172
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